BEADQUARTERS 41ST IFFANTRY DIVISICR
' A¥YO 41

S/aw (c/s)
17 sarch 1944

201~veWitt, Leonard v, (enl)

Subject: Hecommendetion for Awerd of the Fedal of Honor.

thru  : Commsndant, 0CS, APC 923,
To i Sergeant Leonard U. UeWitt; 20933467, COS, AP0 923.

The Vommshding Yeneral directs that you be informed
thet he has recommended you to higher headguerters for awsrd
of the Medal of Honor. ¥*his recommendation was maede in recog-
nition of your conspicious gallantry end intrepidity above
end beyond the ceall of duty during the Palamavea Vampaign on
2 28 duly 1943. The vommending Yenersl was pleased to mske this
z recopmendsticn #nd hopes the hencr may be bestowed upen yoUe

¥or the Vommending Genersl:

Signed
Kenneth 5. Sweany,
. ' Yolonel, GIE.C.,
1 Dated . Chief of Staff.
- 21 Fearch 1944
SN 3:30 @=clock
o HG ©CS

CERTIFIED A TRUE COPY
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HEADGUARTERS
Company I

1628 Infantr
APO 11

_ 1l January 19kl
CERTIFICATE. ‘

T certify that on the following occasion Sergeaat Leonard C. Dewitt,
2093367, Communications Sergeant, Company I, 162d Infantry, did perform
in a manner far beyond his normal duties.

on 28 July 1943 this unrit moved forward and begen to organize a defen-
sive positibn at 1810 hours, Before we were completely organized Jap artill-
ery started landing shells in our position from point blank range. As soon-
as the artillery lifted the Japs opened wp with machine gmns from the front
and both flanks, and their riflemen statted attacking with fixed bayonets in
an attempt Lo penetrate our perimeter. Sergeant De¥itt with utbter disregard
for his personal safety crawled from‘man to man all around the outer positions
of our perimeter. He then moved men into the weak spots by personally leading
them there. (bserving that grenades and ammumition were running short in
certain sectors, he revisited the positions and issued more grenades and ammmum
ition.wherever needed. By this time it was 2000 hours and almost impossible
to gec more than about five to ten yards. I personally witnessed Sergeant’
peifittts actions up to this point.

On the left flank of our perimster there was a sharp drop of about twelve
feet just below one of our positions. The Japs concentrated on this point and
succeeded in making a slight penetration to the left of this position and were
attempting to widen it. Their activity was so great and so close that the man
oceupying this position lost his self-control and gtarted firing out into space
and all around himself, endangering our own men with his fire.. Sergeant DeWitt
covered Sergeant Hudson'srédwance:up to this man, and after Sergeant Hudsen and
another man had overpowered the man and removed him, Sergeant Dewitt armed with
one grenade moved into the man's hole where he found Sergeant Hudson's Ml Rifle
with three shells in it. He threw his grenade and emptied the M at the Japs
just below him. Then he picked up a BAR and emptied the clip at the Japs.
There was no riore ,30 caliber ammmnition there, so he pitked up a tommy-gun
left by the soldier assisting Sergeant Hudson in removing the man who had lost

X control of himself. This tommy-gun was also out of ammnition. #The Japs threw
a grenade which 1it just on the back edge of Sergeant De#itt's hole,and in trying
to get cover from it Sergeant DeWitt fell forward out of the perimeter. His
tomqy-gun hit a Jap during the fall and kmocked him back down the slope below
De¥fitt. The Jap then charged at De¥itt who being unarmed picked up his helmet
and threw it at the Jap, hitting him in the face, Several soldiers heard the
Jap scream, Sergeant Deditt scrambled back up to his position and when reinforce-
ments arrived personally placed five men and picked their fields of fire. The
Japs then withdrew. . -

Sergeant Dedittt's quick thinking and initiative was outstanding and was
very instrumental in turning a possible defeat into a successful action. Tn
the capacity of Communications Sergeant it was not part of his duties to function
in the oubtstanding manner that he did. Any failure to have carried out these
actions would most certainly not have been censured by this officer,

T have personal knowledge of Sergeant Deffiti's actions after 2000 hours by
talking to Bergeant De#itt and men who were near him at different phases of this
action. A personal reconnaissance the fellowing morning showed evidence of at
Jeast three dead or wounded Japs being dragged away during the night at the spob

~_where ‘this action took place. ‘
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caused the morzle and initiative of the men of this
Japs seomed to be in excellant morale ané were

in their missicon.

ATBH2T L, COLVETT,
Captain, Infantry,
Special Service Officer,
Formerly Cmde, Co. T.

Sergeant De.iitt's example
unit to become excellont. The
ageressive even though failing
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' HEADGUARTERS
~ 162nd Infantry
APO 1 -
Ejo

9 March 1944
21045 .

Subject: Recommendation for Award of Decoretion.
%o t The Commanding General, Alst Infantry Division, APO 41.

1. Under the proviaions of AR 600-45, and USAFFE Regulation 10-50,
17 August 1943, I recommend that Sergeant LEOHARD C. DeWLTT, 20933447,
Company I, 162nd Infantry, bs awarded the Medal of Honor for conspicueus
atry and intrepldity above and beyond the call of duty at Scout Track
dge, Boise, New Guinea, 28 July 1943, as evidenced by his actions described

2. On 28 July 1943, Company I, 162nd Infantry, moving forward on Seout

- Track Eldge near Boise, ﬁn Guinea, sncowitered a large eneamy force in a

well organized perimeter. Not being able to proceed, the company dug in %o

hold the ground gained until reinforcements arrived., The defensive positiom

prepared by Company I was appraximately 250 yards distant froa the enemy,

on the top of a ridge. The ridge top was almost bare of cover with only &

fow trees. Before the position was emtirely organised, at about 1800 how's

the Japanese opened uwp on the position with artillery fire. Thls continued

for approximately 15 sinutes watil just at dusk the fire was lifted to buret

in the tree tops and an attack was lamched, covered by machine gum fire.

The attack was concentrated entirely on the frout of the perimeter facing - . -

the eneny position. - dince the compax Qeauhtaﬂq ons unlt of fire per «~ -~
quarters o bramt ‘of the attack was soen dangerously low of -

amition and grenades, Sergesnt De¥itt, the commmicatioms sergeant, %

" "oarry amminitiom &id ghenades mm‘mw&ﬁmaﬁ*“

entiTely beyond the call of duty since the entire perimeter was being swept
with machine g and mortar fire. Upon reaching the sector wmder the
heaviest fire, he found that one man had become panicky and was firing blindly
into the air. He directed that this man be removed, them checked the
adjd.ni.ngéozholea snd fomd two men to be wounded. ¥ith the help of another
soldier Sergeant De¥itt removed these two men to a place of safety and
weakened positicn-to prevent a poesible enemy
return he found that the enemy had massed in a gully
- about_5 yards to his t in an stteapt to bresk inte the perimeter at that
‘podnt, Unarmed uwp untdl this time, he picked up & Srowmin Autemstic Rifls
the wounded men, and fired into the massed ememy
were sttempting to swarm through the vacated positiocne. When the
smmxdtion for the BAR was exhausted he picked up a Thompson Sub-machine
Gin and stood fully exposed on the trink of the gully, firing this weapon
wmtil it ms empty, then throwing all Mis remaining. Out. of

 smmmition, Sergeant DoWitt slipped over the edge of ﬂzogﬁ’lr hitti.ni one

ately returned to the
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Jdap in the face with his empty tomxy gwm. This Jap then charged at Sergeant
Defitt, who turned and struck him in the face with his helmel knocking him
down the slope. This action seemed to demoralize the enemy as they picked up
theldr dead and wounded and withdrew.

Sergeant DeWitt displayed extraordinary hercism throughout this attack.
His action in stopping the gap which had beéh left by the wounded men wn-
doubtedly saved the from much heavier casualties and possibly the
loss of the position. acted entirely beyond the call of duty with ecmplete
disregard for his personal safety throughout the engsgement.

3. The terrain over which thie t was fought has been generally
described in the preceding paragreph. gcmdndasimdthomna e
of defemse, to prevent the enexy from entering and taking the positicn.

Thus, fighting was conducted from fox holes for the most part. Viaibility of
the defending force was limited, The attack came at dusk, and observation was
impeded by underbrush which provided cover for the Japanese, In the later
phases of the attack Company 1 resorted almost entirely to hand grenades to
repel the Japs. Bnémy observation of our positicn was scmewhat betier, since
there was little cover in the defended perimeter. The morale of Compeny I's
troops was high although some of the men were wmerved by the tensemess of ..the
situation. The morale of the enemy seemed high as demenstrated by the -
detersination of their attacks. Enemy troope appeared fresh and well equipped.
The weather at this tims was extremely hot and damp, though there was no rein
and the ground was falrly dry.

ke Pmpoaod cdtation:

Sergeant Leonard C. Deitt (20933467) Infantry, United States Army.
FPor canspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty
near Boise, New Guinea on 28 July 1943. When his company was attecked by &
superior Japanese force snd one sector of the defensive ter ren

low of asmmition and gremades, Sergeant Delitt voluntarily left

hiz fox hole and carried ammmition to the heavily pressed flank across open
terrain swept by enemy machine g and mortar fire, Upom reaching the position
bearing the brunt of the attack he found that a scldier had becomes penicky and
was firing blindly into the air. He directed his removal and then upon cheecidng
two adjoining fox holes found the men to be wunded. After ordering their
evacuation he hurried back to the position weakened by the removal of the
three men and found the enemy was massing in an atteapt to bresk through at
this point. Picking up a BAR which bad been left hy one of the wounded en he
fired at the enesy only five yards distant umtil the smmmnition was exhausted.
He then grasped a tommy gun and stoed fully exposed on the edge of his fox hole
snemy position. Throwing his remaining grenades
alope toward the enemy, hitting a Jap with his empty tomsy
gm. attempting to get back to his fox hole he was attacked by this Jap
and beat him in the face with his helmet, knocikdng him back down the slope.
This demoralized the enemy who picked up their dead and wounded and withdrew.
The fearless acts of Sergeant DeWitt in exposing himself to enemy fire in
arder to save the position were beyond the call of duty. Had it not been for
his sction the Japsnese would have beem able to break through at ene point
of the perimeter causing heavy casualties and perhaps the loss of the position.
Sergeant DeWitt's extraordinary heroism and coolness wnder fire are worthy of
the highest recognition. :
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5, The wmdersigned was not an eyewitness to these acts, nor has he
personal knowledge of Sergeant DeWitt's daring deeds.

6. Attached are two affidavits and one certificate by syewitaesses.
7. The status of Sergeant DeWitt during the period upon which this
reccmmendation is based, was that of Commumications Sergeant, Company 1,
8. Present status: Attending Officer's Candidate School, APO 923.

9. The services of Sergesnt DeWitt have been homorable from 28 July
1943, to the present date,

10. Name, relationship and address of next of kint Leonard D, DeWit:
(Father), Box 967, Olympia, Washingten. 4

H, Haney,
Colonel, Infantry,
Commanding.

3 Incls: 2 affidavits
1 certificate



i

On the date 28 July 1943, our wnit, "Colvert Force," Was situated in
a perimeter on a ridge top on Scout Trail, 40O yards west of Roosevelt Ridge.

lie were held up here by a large force of Japs, later proving to be two
battalions. Our force being only 160 men, we were forced to dig in and hold
wntil reinforcements could arrive. The enemy was in a well organized peri~
meter 250 yards to our front.

‘At 1730 hours the enemy brought artillery fire to bear on us, which was
lifted 15 minutes later. The Japs then attacked under the cover of heavy
and light machine guns and knee mortars. They pressed their heaviest attack
on the quarter of our perimeter at the fromt; in consequence these men were
soon dangerously low on ammnition and grenades. :

Sergeant Leonard Deiitt, 20933h67, picked up ammmnition and grenades
from the men in the rear of the perimeter and distributed it to those in
front. As it was pitch dark and overcast, he was continuously in danger of
being fired on by his own troops as well as the enemy.

Sergeant Dewitt moved among the men in the front positions and gave
them mich needed encouragement. This being their first heavy engagement with
the enemy, our troops lacked confidence to a degree. The morale of the enamy

vwas exceedingly high.

4s ti-e fight progressed, two of our men in one sector were wounded and
one becane panicky and lay in the bottom of -his fox hole firing wildly in the
air. Serieant Deljitt aided First Sergeant Hudson in evacuating these men.
During his absence the Japs regrouped and on his return he found them within
five yards of the vacant positions and preparing to enter theperimeter.

Serzgeant Defitt stood on the edge of the hill in the break in our peri-
meter and fired clip after clip into the enemy. Yhen his ammmition was ex-
hausted, he was forced to beat one Jap,who was trying to force his way through,
with his helmet. This action disorganized the enemy to the point where they
withdrew ard did nobt attack the sector again that night.

In my estination we would have sustained many casualties and lost much
valvable gromd to the enemy had it not been for the coolness of Sergeant De-
"1itt and the omurage with which he acted. Most of this action was witnessed

by me and the rest I learned from men who were neardy.

Courage and resourcefulness of this caliber should be recognized, and in
my estimation Sergeant Deliitt is deserving of a citation and decoration.

Laurance Parker, )
Sergeant, Company I, lo2d Inf.

Subceribed and sworn to before me this /5 day of . ﬁk 1943,

’ ﬁ/ié.;az"!ﬂd 7
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Sumary Court Martial.




